
At the same time as the bulbs were being 
planted, a team was also working to cut back 
the large bushes at the junction of Bittern 
Close and Teal Way - the area had become 
very overgrown over the last few years. The 
efforts of those involved have reopened 
up the extremities of the bricked area to 
support the four parking spaces in the plan 
for the estate and greatly improved visibility 
for car drivers from all directions.

Both of the above activities were 
undertaken during the last ‘Tidy the Estate’ 
event of the year as we completed the final 
push to tidy ready for winter. Thank you to 
all who were able to help on any of the 
days we have held this year. The Willows 
RA is all about promoting community spirit, 
maintaining our environment and by action, 
encouraging consideration towards all of 
those whom we live so closely beside. I 
hope you will agree that ‘Tidy the Estate’ 
is a true embodiment of all of these 
principles. Your membership also helps 
to fund professional help on these days. 
This enables us to achieve much more, 
particularly when the manpower comes 

with somewhat larger power tools than 
most of us have to hand!

Thinking back to the winter and specifically 
a more noticeable reliance on streetlights 
for yet another year, if you see any street 
lights which are not working, then please 
do report them to Herts County Council. 
The website address is  
https://www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/.

Stay well until the next newsletter. We hope 
that the securing of the grit bins last year will 
continue to keep the cold snaps at bay!

James Parkinson, Secretary

It was a cold frosty November 
evening but things were heating 
up at Ye Olde Red Lion. About 
40 Willows residents including 
assorted friends and family 
were packed into the pub’s 
function room and it wasn’t 
just the chilli con carne that 
was raising the temperature. 

A total of seven teams with 
such names as “Diwires”, 
“Piston Broke” and “The 
Jedi Nights” were furiously 
competing for the WRA Pub 
Quiz crown, overseen by 
Quizmaster Helen Say and 
assisted by Jennifer Percival and 
Vanessa Bond.  Three rounds of 
questions covering a vast range 
of subjects kept everyone 
scratching their heads long 
into the night - good job there 
was a bar handy. Players were 
also tasked with identifying 
pictures of well known 
landmarks and locations taken 
from the air, as well as solving 
a range of Dingbats puzzles. 
It was the team called the 
“Mad ‘Uns” who eventually 
triumphed, narrowly beating 
two other teams into second 
place. Congratulations to the 
winners! Watch this space for 
more news of WRA events 
planned for 2015.
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Welcome all to the November 2014 edition of the Willows Residents’ 

Association Newsletter. I may be writing this not long after we are 

feeling the start of winter with the change of clocks, but I am already 

looking forward to the lengthening days! We successfully secured a very 

large sack of bulbs from Dacorum Borough Council to plant mainly in 

the Swan Mead play park. So here’s looking forward to seeing the fruits 

of our labour in a few months time with the start of Spring!

Committee  
MEETINGS
The committee meets monthly,  
8pm at the Three Tuns Public House.
The next meeting dates are:

• 19th January

• 16th February

WRA
QUIZ
NIGHT

Committee Chat



email: willowsra@hotmail.co.uk    web: www.willowsra.org

Don’t forget the WRA Facebook page! 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Willows-Residents-Association

WRA News

Membership Adverts
• A1Optician – Domiciliary Eye Testing & Spectacle Dispensing. 0800 023 4964

• Mary Pop-Ins – House Sitting, Pet Care, Babysitting, Cleaning. (07891) 098199

• R A Miles – Plumbing & Heating Engineer, Bathrooms, Servicing. (07870) 326631

• Donald Goller – Chartered Building Surveyor, Commercial & Residential. (07855) 493472

• K Bleakley Electrical – Installation & Maintenance work. (07712) 832980

• Absolute Beginners – Dance Lessons, learn to rock’n’ roll. (07870) 628811

Members of the Willows Residents’ Association are invited to advertise their own business in 
“Willows People” newsletter – for FREE!  

For details please contact willowsra@hotmail.co.uk.

Thank you to everyone who 

continued to observe and report 

this problem. As a result,  

Lou Jenkins the Dacorum Borough 

Council (DBC) Dog Warden visited 

the estate to put up new signage 

reminding dog owners of their 

responsibilities. There is currently 

no legislation within DBC to say 

owners must keep their dogs 

on lead when in an open space. 

However if the problem continues 

we could try to make a special case 

for the green area/s used mainly by 

families and children. Please post 

any opinions to  

membership@willowsra.org

Dog fouling  
on the estate

Thank you to everyone that helped pick 
up litter, cut back bushes, trees, weeds 
and ivy and those that helped dispose 
of all the waste.  We had a great turn 
out on the day and the association was 
able to fund a groundskeeper with a 
chainsaw and hedge trimmer to tackle 
the larger trees and bushes that needed 

pruning back.  We uncovered several 
previously hidden parking spaces under 
some bushes that had grown to cover 
the spaces; we also found a path that 
was inaccessible due to the overgrown 
brambles and trimmed a large quantity of 
foliage from the canal side.

September Estate Tidy-up Day

Before… After…

November was the last of the Estate Tidy-up days for 2014 and we centred on the 
planting of bulbs to bring some colour to the area in Spring. 

Before… After… Website  
Update
This year has seen a steady 
rise of visitors with over 1,000 
page views during September!  
We have changed the Forum 
to include a dedicated area 
for Neighbourhood Watch 
news and the latest important 
information is clearly visible on 
the front page of the site.

View the webpage here:  
www.willowsra.org

Don’t forget you can also Join 
the website and upload your 
own information and content.

Membership
of the WRA continues to 
grow with many new residents 
signing up this year.


