
To make the Willows an even 
more special place to live, the 
committee have decided to hold 
a ‘tidy up/ litter pick/ weeding’ 
event on Sunday 8th June 2014 
from 10am to 12 noon. 

If you see something that 
needs attention, like the 
broken fences alongside 
the canal, overgrown weed 
patches, ivy destroying the 
trees or anything else that 
would improve the look of the 
Estate, please put your ideas 
on the WRA website Forum  
(www.willowsra.org). 

Even if you only have 30 
minutes to spare on 8th June – 
do come out and lend a hand. 
If you are interested / able 
to help email committee@
willowsra.org or just meet us 
on the communal green area 
from 10am onwards. 

At 2pm on the same day 
we will be holding the WRA 
Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) open to all residents.
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Estate Tidy up day 
10am – 12 noon  
Sunday 8th June 

A sure sign of the mild winter we have just 
experienced is that in February we were gifted 
two full grit bins for treating the ice covered roads! 
These are courtesy of the parish council following 
requests from the association. I am sure everyone 
has noticed them as they are very yellow. 
Our meetings with local councillors and the 
Highways Agency seems to be finally getting 
results. We are promised double yellow lines at the 
junction of Teal Way and Belswain Lane, the initial 
consultation will begin shortly. A traffic speed survey 
was recently conducted on Belswain Lane either 
side of Nash Mills school as part of our effort to 
have the roundabout at Kingfisher Drive improved. 
We now need to discuss the results of the survey 
with the council.
We have also recently met with officials from 
Dacorum to talk about the refurbishment of the 
Swan Mead play park. Though most decisions had 

already been made it was good that we were asked 
and that some input that we made may find its 
way into the scheme - hopefully more comfortable 
seating at least.  We have also been promised a large 
supply of bulbs to enable us to bring some colour to 
the estate. An event to plant these will be arranged.

Regrettably, the canal trip at the end of April  
had to be cancelled due to poor interest and 
some problem with actually contacting the boat 
hire people. We will continue to see how we can 
provide more social events for the association  
if there is the interest. 

We now have the AGM to look forward to on 8th 
June. This will be a little different, we hope, with a 
couple of social gatherings either side; one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon.

Best wishes 
Steve Clews (Chairman)

Chairman’s
STATEMENT

Isn’t it amazing how quickly the year moves on? The lighter nights make 
winter feel but a memory – although not such a distant one. Summer is 
approaching and with that the possibility of some outdoor activities.

Summer music &  
sunshine picnic party 

Held on the communal green between Kingfisher Drive and Swan Mead

Sunday 8th June 2pm
• Bring your own food and drink • All family, friend’s, children, gazebo’s and BBQ’s welcome •  

Come out to meet your neighbours and enjoy the music and British sunshine!!

Organised by the Willows Residents’ Association, any enquiries email committee@willowsra.org

An open invitation to all estate residents to the WRA  
Annual General Meeting (AGM) followed by a

Committee 
MEETINGS
The committee meets 
monthly, 8pm at the Three 
Tuns Public House.

The next meeting dates are:

• 19th May

• 7th July



email: willowsra@hotmail.co.uk    web: www.willowsra.org

Don’t forget the WRA Facebook page! 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Willows-Residents-Association

WRA News

Membership Adverts
• A1Optician – Domiciliary Eye Testing & Spectacle Dispensing. 0800 023 4964

• Mary Pop-Ins – House Sitting, Pet Care, Babysitting, Cleaning. (07891) 098199

• R A Miles – Plumbing & Heating Engineer, Bathrooms, Servicing. (07870) 326631

• Donald Goller – Chartered Building Surveyor, Commercial & Residential. (07855) 493472

• K Bleakley Electrical – Installation & Maintenance work. (07712) 832980

• Absolute Beginners – Dance Lessons, learn to rock’n’ roll. (07870) 628811

Members of the Willows Residents’ Association are invited to advertise their own business in 
“Willows People” newsletter – for FREE!  

For details please contact willowsra@hotmail.co.uk.

Jennifer Percival the membership 
secretary will be available throughout 
June 8th to collect the £5 per 
household subscription and update your 

contact details. If you haven’t joined 
the WRA yet do come and have a chat 
about the benefits or attend the AGM at 
2pm by the white Committee tent. 

Membership News…
Willows Residents Association £5 annual membership 
subscriptions due for 2014/15

As “planned” the cold and icy conditions 
we had come to expect recently did not 
materialise – thanks to the two new grit 
bins for the Willows Estate provided by 
Dacorum Borough Council.. 

They can be found at the corner of 
Teal Way & Heron Close (next to the 
lamppost) and also at the green on the 
junction between Kingfisher Drive and 
Swan Mead.

Should you notice that they need 
replenishing, please notify the WRA via 
the website, email or facebook page.

Grit Bins

The good news is Dacorum Borough 
Council tackles this rapidly with the 
removal of any graffiti or repainting 
where required.  You can report any 
instance of Graffiti (along with other 
issues) on their website: www.dacorum.
gov.uk/home/do-it-online

To date the Willows Residents’ 
Association has reported two instances 
of ‘tagging’ graffiti this year and both 
were removed within 48 hours. If you 
are concerned about this or any other 
issue, feel free to contact the Willows 
Residents’ Association on the Forum 
(www.willowsra.org)

Graffiti
Recently there have been a couple 

of instances of graffiti dotted over 

the estate.  Some types such as 

‘graffiti art’ may be regarded as 

acceptable but others such as 

‘tagging’ or ‘etching’ graffiti are 

usually seen as objectionable.  The 

local graffiti is nothing more than 

‘tagging’ (the graffiti writer’s tag is 

his or her personalized signature) 

but still an eyesore.  

The 2014 Annual General Meeting of the 
Willows Residents’ Association will be 
held at 2pm on Sunday 8th June 2014. 
The location will be in the Willows 
Residents’ Association tent (on the 
green between Kingfisher Drive and 
Swan Mead) as part of the tidy the 
estate day.

The agenda for the AGM is as follows:

1.  Chairman’s annual report

2.  Approval of minutes from AGM 2013

3.  Presentation of Association Accounts

4.   Election of Association Committee 
for the year ahead - open to existing 
committee members and anyone who 
wishes to stand for the next year

5.   Vote on a proposed amendment to 
the association constitution to include 
Osprey Close in the area covered as 
detailed in Section 1

6.   Vote on a proposal to maintain the 
annual subscription at £5 per annum
a. Note that this is for the 2015 
/ 2016 financial year, subs for the 
2014 / 2015 financial will be due for 
collection at the AGM

7.   Any other business

This is great chance to ask questions 
of the committee and have your 
views heard. In particular we would 
like to hear your opinions regarding 
implementation of push bike storage 
units at our blocks of flats. We will also 
let you know the status of discussions 
with DBC about the refurbishment of 
the Swan Mead play park.

We look forward to seeing as many as 
possible of you there.

Best regards, 
James Parkinson (Secretary)

To All Members and Residents,


